CHAPTER XV
HALF A CENTURY OF SMALL WARS, 1856-1913
I. minor campaigns in asia, 1856-1901
i. The War with Persia, 1856.—A secondary result of the
Crimean War had been a breach in the friendly relations
between Great Britain and Persia, and the occupation of Herat
by the latter.   As in 1838, the ever-present anxiety of the
British Government for the north-west frontier of India led
it to make this a casus belli, not this time, however, against
Afghanistan, but against the true offender, and an expedition
of 7000 men under Stalker was despatched from Bombay to
induce an evacuation of Herat by the Persians, by means of
an attack on the southern coast of that country.   Early in
December 1856 a landing was successfully effected near
Bushire, and the town occupied after a weak resistance,   Six
weeks later Outran arrived to take over command, bringing
with him reinforcements which practically doubled the original
force, and moved out to attack the enemy, who had taken
position at Khushab, to the east of Bushire.   The ensuing
action was successful, but was followed by the return of the
victors to their starting-point, and the despatch, after con-
siderable delay, of a detachment of 5000 men to occupy
Mohammera in the delta of the Tigris.   After a brief bombard-
ment the town was taken, and a body of 300 men, despatched
up the Kanui river to destroy the hostile magazines at Ahwa2,
attacked and brilliantly defeated the whole Persian army, 8000
strong,   The Shah agreed to the evacuation of Herat, and a
treaty to this effect, signed in March 1857, put an end to the
campaign.
2, The Operations against China, 1857-1860.—Despite
China's acceptance of British terms at the termination of
Cough's campaign in 1842, their attitude remained truculent
and hostile, and further causes of quarrel soon arose. In
December 1857 it became necessary for the Viceroy of India,
Lord Elgin, to demand redress for British grievances against

